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life or property was safe, the Christians and Jews were even more
helpless than others. Usually they did not even have the tenuous
protection of the religious law and of feudal .custom. It was no
doubt for this reason that throughout the Ottoman period, as in
that which had preceded it, there was a continuous process of
individual conversion to Islam; while those who clung to their
faith tended (except in certain regions) to move into the com-
parative safety of the towns.

The Closed Community

(viii) This description will have made it clear that the Ottoman
Empire was not a military state; it was composed of a large
number of groups, local, tribal, linguistic and religious. On the
whole, these groups formed closed communities. Each was a
' world', sufficient to its members and exacting their ultimate
loyalty. The worlds touched but did not mingle with each
other; each looked at the rest with suspicion and even hatred.
Almost all were stagnant, unchanging and limited ; but the Sunni
world, although torn by every sort of internal dissension, had
something universal, a self-confidence and sense of responsibility
which the others lacked. They were all marginal, shut out from
power and historic decision.